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wayward personal philosophy may be sub-
ject to. Empiricism used to mean reliance
on the past; now apparently all empirical
truth regards only the future, since trut^tis
said to arise by the verification of sonvr
presumption. Presumptions about the past
can evidently never be verified ; at best they
may be corroborated by fresh presumptions
about the past, equally dependent for their
truth on a verification which in the nature
of the case is impossible. At this point the
truly courageous empiricist will perhaps say
that the real past only means the ideas* of
the past which we shall form in the future.
Consistency is a jewel; and, as in the case of
other jewels, we may marvel at the price
that some people will pay for it. In any
case, we are led to this curious result: that
radical empiricism ought to deny that any
idea of the past can be true at all.

Such dissolving views, really somewhat
like those attributed to Protagoras, do not
rest on sober psychological analysis : they
express rather a certain impatience and a
certain despairing democracy in the field of
opinion. Great are the joys of haste and of
radicalism, and young philosophers must